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Spring Fair—Saturday 6 May 2017—11am until 2pm 

What an exciting Spring Fair we have lined up for you on Saturday 6 May.  There will be all our popular stalls, 
plus lots of entertainment for the children, including Ronnie Crackers, the popular craft tent, WBA with their 
penalty shoot out, and a bouncy castle.  We have Halesowen Jazz Band on the Bandstand for everyone to 
enjoy and a new attraction this year will be a Photo Booth    Refreshments will be available. 

We will be holding our West Bromwich History Event in the Pavilion, and an iconic attraction outside the 
Pavilion - the fully restored single decker bus introduced in 1952, which became the No. 28 Circular. More 
about the bus and the people who restored it on Page 4.  After the success of Jensen cars last year, we have 
invited members of the Jensen Car Owners Club to join us again this year.  Poster for event enclosed. 
 

 

Look forward to seeing you all at what promises to be a great event.    

Bench returns to the Avenue following a kind donation 

Eighteen months ago a truck hit one of the 
benches in the Avenue and destroyed it. We 
have tried to get the bench replaced ever since 
this happened, and we have at last 
succeeded. This has been possible with the 
help of a large donation from the family of the 
late Ivan Walker, a great fan of Dartmouth 
Park and a very supportive member of the 
Friends' Group.  

A big thank you to Ivan's family for their 
generosity, and also to the Park's gardeners 
who repaired the bench with the new oak slats. 
All that had been saved from the damaged 
bench were the two wrought-iron sides.  

http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk
mailto:carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
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Our 10th Annual General Meeting is a great success 

On a bright sunny afternoon in April we held our 
10th AGM in the Events Room in the Pavilion in 
Dartmouth Park. It was very well attended. 

Our Chair, Sue Slater, kicked off the meeting with a 
briefing on the achievements we had made in the 
past year and what we were proposing for the 
coming year. This was followed by electing the 
group's officers and the committee members.  

Our Treasurer, Annette Welch, reported a healthy 
balance, partly due to the grants she had been able 
to secure throughout the year, to continue the work 
we are doing in the Park.  

John Satchwell, the Park's Manager, gave a 
speech about the Park before and after the 
restoration. He said it was good that it was school 
holidays and the group were seeing the Park full of 
life. He also praised the work of the Friends' Group, 
who had helped to make this transformation 
possible. 

We were entertained by Robin Pearson with a very 
interesting West Bromwich Quiz he'd cleverly 
devised. The first part was a photo quiz and this 
was followed by cryptic clues to places in West 
Bromwich.  

We then broke for refreshments, and an opportunity 
to pay subscriptions and sign up to the various trips 
and events planned for 2017. 

A big thank you to the committee for the work put 
into organizing this very successful event. 

 Our Social Historian, Mark Barrett, found this snippet written in 1930 

about West Bromwich  

This article refers to West Bromwich 
having one-third of its area being 
rural, which we are still very 
privileged to enjoy.   

The Government have made huge 
cuts to Local Authority budgets, and 
we know that some of these 
Authorities have greatly reduced 
budgets for maintaining our Parks 
and green spaces. 

Friends’ Groups, such as ours, 
were set up to help to support and 
maintain these much needed places 
for fresh air and recreation.  If you 
would like to become a volunteer 
gardener and help to maintain 
Dartmouth Park, please contact: 
Annette on 07963 101750.  The 
group of volunteers meet on 
Tuesday and Friday at 10am.  
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Two great photographs found by local historian Terry Price 

Terry was given a tin full of old  
photographs by a family clearing a 
house after a relative had passed away.  
Whilst he was carefully looking through 
them he found these two photographs 
of the boating pool in Dartmouth Park 
which appear to date from the 1930s. 

Terry very kindly rang me and asked if I 
would like the photographs and we 
believe they are the best photographs 
we have of the pool being enjoyed by 
so many visitors to the Park. 

Look at the poor man rowing a very full 
boat of, hopefully, children. 

The grassy bank between the duck 
pond and the boating pool appears to 
be the ideal place to watch the action 
on the pool. Also spot the long queue 
waiting for their turn on the pool. 

These photographs have been 
enlarged and will be on display at our 
Spring Fair in the Events Room.   

We always wanted boats back on the 
pool and we will be getting the swan 
paddle boats again this summer, which 
are better than no boats at all.  They 
were still very popular with families. 

The Park is looking stunning with its spring flowers 
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Fox and Dogs Pub 

Hill Top 

Saturday 10 June 2017 

Nostalgic trip on the No. 28 Circular Bus 

Graham Harper, Chairman of The 156 Bus Group, bought the bus he went to school on from West Bromwich 

Corporation in 1967.  Graham said: ’It was a great day being reunited with my favourite bus.”  Everyone 

remembers the No. 28 Circular Route on the 156. 

The 156 Bus Group members, along with Graham, are Dave Wootton, Ian Rhydderch, Howard Carter, father 

and son duo Dan and Mark Sherwood and Robert Freeman, who are all Black Country bus drivers. 

 In 1982 the group decided to try and restore the bus in the hope of bringing it back into service one day.  It 

was a really tough job to get the bus back into shape.  After three decades of stripping out the bus and 

rebuilding it from its core, the bus was finished in 2009 and passed its MOT in August 2011.  It has been on 

the road ever since.  

The Friends of Dartmouth Park are delighted that Graham has given us the opportunity to take a nostalgic tour 

of West Bromwich, following the original circular route, on this very special bus, taking in some places that still 

exist and the sites of buildings that have disappeared. 

There will be an opportunity to see the bus at our Spring Fair on Saturday 6 May in Dartmouth Park and chat 

to Graham and the other members of The 156 Group about their memories of the No. 28 Circular and how 

they restored what is an iconic vehicle to the people of West Bromwich.  


